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they are elsewhere supplied with a specimen which has not
been "improved." Those responsible for changes in the

Pharmacopoeia are fully alive to these risks, but that their
work has not yet been generally appreciated or even recog-
nised is obvious from the recent proceedings at the North
London Police-court. A herbalist was summoned under

the Food and Drugs Act for " selling a substance called

paregoric which was not of the nature and substance

demanded by the purchaser." Possibly it was originally
intended to prosecute for the unlicensed sale of a drug
containing opium, but no opium was found in this substance,
and the prosecution under the Food and Drugs Act should
have held good, if it could have been proved that the legal
composition of paregoric had been defined by the admission
of this name in the Pharmacopoeia as a synonym for tinctura
camphorse composita. The counsel who defended maintained
that " there was no substance called paregoric in the

British Pharmacopoeia, either of 1885 or in the edition of

1889," and, in the absence of rebutting evidence, the case
was dismissed. Professor Attfield, the annual reporter on
the Pharmacopoeia to the Medical Council, whose painstaking
work has so often been favourably noted in the columns of
THE LANCET, may well feel aggrieved that this evidence was
not forthcoming, since, as lie explains in a letter to The Times,
paregoric was inserted in the third reprint of the British

Pharmacopoeia in November, 1888, and in the gratis list of
corrections issued in the same month as well as in the fourth
and fifth reprints. Special attention was drawn to this
insertion in the prefatory notice to the reprint of 1888 ;
hence the omission of evidence to this effect at the time the
case was heard must remain a mystery.

PETITION TO THE MEDICAL COUNCIL IN RE
MEDICAL AID ASSOCIATIONS.

WE are asked to say that the following petition has been
prepared, at the instance of the Medical Defence Association,
for presentation to the General Medical Council at its ap-
proaching meeting on Nov. 22nd. Any registered medical
practitioner approving it and wishing to add his name is

requested to address a card to Mr. Ernest Hugh Fitzpatrick,
L.R.C.P. Edin. &c., 122, Moseley-road, Birmingham, with the
authority to add the name (which should be given in full,
with qualification and address) to the petition. The petition
reads as follows :-" To the president and members of the
General Council of Medical Education &c. This petition of
us, the undersigned duly registered medical practitioners,
showeth-that the modern system of medical practice con-
ducted by the ostensibly philanthropic institution designated
’ Medical Aid Association,’ and similar bodies, is degrading
to the profession and injurious to the public. And your
memorialists pray that your honourable Council will take
this increasingly important question into your consideration,
and take such steps as may appear necessary in order to bring
about an amendment of the evil.

SERVANTS’ ACCOMMODATION.

IT would be folly to think of obliterating entirely the dis-
tinctions of privilege which belong to the position of a master
or a mistress, and certain social amenities may reasonably be
allowed to the latter which are not equally accessible to their
domestics. In making this admission, however, it must be
remembered that it is true only with limitations. It applies
to many matters of dispensable comfort. It doe not apply
to participation in the absolute necessaries of life. It cannot
be used as a sanction for indecent and unwholesome herding
linderground such as occurred in a case lately reported by
Mr. Wynter Blyth, in which three domestic servants were

literally stowed away overnight in mere cellars, under stair-
ways-damp, sunless and unventilated. Such wretched

accommodation, it is to be hoped, does not often fall to the
lot of young persons in service, and no one could, with
any pretence of logic,’ dispute the justice of serving their
employers with the vestry order issued in this instance.
It is certain, notwithstanding, that in this very matter of
house-room custom leaves much to be desired. The term
"servants’ accommodation " does not necessarily indicate
a fixed measurement of even 600 cubic feet, the minimum
compatible with healthy conditions, for each person. Venti-
lation and cleanliness are usually but little considered,
though the blame for such neglect must be shared by the
servants themselves. The resulting consequences upon health
are matters of daily observation. It is therefore clearly to
the advantage of householders to see to it that the domestic
reforms called for in the circumstances are carried out. Fail-

ing such action on their part, there appears to be no alterna-
tive but the far greater inconvenience entailed by official

interference. 
____

ISOLATION ARRANGEMENTS AT PLYMOUTH.

A GOOD deal of discussion is going on at Plymouth with
reference to the question of isolation hospital provision, the
immediate cause of the discussion being the inability of the
Town Council to isolate a case of scarlet fever when such
isolation was first needed. The rights and wrongs of the
individual case are unimportant compared with the fact that
the Corporation of Plymouth have for so many years delayed
the provision of adequate accommodation for the important
town for which they are responsible, the delay having taken
place under the shelter of various pleas, including the refusal
of the Local Government Board to approve of a loan to carry
out a scheme which, in their opinion, seems to have involved
failure. At last this difficulty has been removed by the
preparation of new plans which have been submitted for

approval and which it is anticipated will meet with the
necessary consent. It is much to be hoped that no needless
delay will be allowed to arise on the part of either the central
or the local authority, for the absence of adequate means for
isolating cases of infectious fever in Plymouth has long been
a reproach to that borough.

THE LESSONS OF THE ALPINE SEASON.

A SAD interest attaches to the statement, lately published
in the daily press, that the whole number of fatal moun-
taineering accidents in Europe during the present year
amounts to thirty-two. This total perhaps is not very great
when we compare with it the number of those who have

employed the past season in Alpine climbing or the risks
which they must necessarily incur. When, however, we learn
that the unfortunate persons who thus lost their lives were in

twenty-six cases unattended by any guides whatever, the
tribute thus exacted of healthy recreation must appear
unduly large. Suspicions of rashness and incompetence
will not be set aside. It is true that all climbers are

not rash, nor all routes hazardous ; but it can hardly
be disputed, in the face of such facts as those above

stated, that skilled instruction and assistance are still

too little utilised. Without such aid there must be an
inevitable tendency to misunderstand conditions of weather,
season and ground, which are, especially to the tyro, matters
of the gravest moment. The ambition to scale a great peak
offers to such especially a dangerous attraction, and it is

characteristic of the humility of experience that more mature
men prefer to begin a season with one or two easy ascents. Phy-
sical capability is a question for individual and very careful

consideration. Almost anyone may visit Switzerland, but it
by no means follows that anyone may risk the effort and expo-

: sure of a day, or perhaps two days spent in ascending a peak.
The calamity which overtook the late Professor Nettleship
l and his party affords a melancholy example of the uncer-


